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Two Sisters from the

Convent of the Immacu-

late Conception in
Lithuania accompany
children dressed as the
Three Kings on their
rounds.
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Lithuania votes in a new
president

A News Compilation

Lithuania’s people choose
Rolandas Paksas as Lithuania’s
new president.

Jefferson...Democracy...

Europe...And the Atlantic
Alliance

H.E. Vygaudas USackas

Thomas Jefferson is the subject of
the ambassador’s speech at
University of Virginia..

The Church, The Chronicle,
and the KGB

Father Sigitas Tamkevicius

With a foreword by

Dr. Vytautas Bieliauskas

A prestigious medal is awarded to

the Archbishop of Kaunas.

The Three Kings in Lithuania

16

18

The Defenders of Freedom

are remembered
Seimas of t_he Republic of Lithuania
Jan. 13th is marked by Seimas.

2003 Lithuanian

Independence Day
Observances Throughout
the United States

The Lithuanian-American
Community, Inc.

Celebrate Lithuanian
Independence Day —
February 16 — in your area.
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Lithuania may have received her devotion to the Three Kings from Ger-
many. On the eve of the feast of the Three Kings (Its liturgical name is the
Epiphany, but this word is foreign to Lithuanians) men dressed up in flow-
ing robes decorated with stars, bearded, and wearing crowns on their heads,
they would ride around the towns and villages on horseback.

The main job of these “kings” was to mark the doors of the houses with
blessed chalk: *Gt+M+B. This was supposed to bring blessings on the house
and keep it safe from evil spirits.

Various other folk customs and superstitions sprang up around the feast
of the Three Kings. One was to take the blessed chalk used by the “kings”
and draw a circle around yourself as far out as your arm could reach. Then
you had to call on the devil asking for money, “Give me 9,000, 900, 90, 9!" If
the devil hands it to you, don't take it but make him throw it into the circle.
Then, ask him, “Do | owe you anything?” If he says, “No,” you can take the
money.

In present-day Lithuania, some of the old customs are being revived —
mostly marking doors with the Three Kings’ names on the eve of the feast. In
other places, “kings” dress up in celebration.
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